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Website Manager Needed
After many years service, Barry Dent has decided to step down
from managing our website. We will all be very sorry to see him
go because of the excellent work he has done down the years.
However, this provides an opportunity for someone to take over
the responsibility. Our website has long been the gateway to our
books and archive as well as providing information about our talks
and visits. As such, it is a critical element for the continued success
of the Society.
Currently, we use Ionos platform to present our website which can
be found at www.newmillshistory.org.uk.
Could you possibly help? If so, to find out more, talk to one of the
committee members for more information.

Alternatively, if you

know anyone that is interested, (perhaps a family member, friend
or neighbour,’ ring Mike Daniels on 01663 746449.
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John Symonds

John Symonds, who died earlier this year, was a founder member of our
Society, launched in 1983, and became its first Chairman. His interest in
the history of New Mills and its environs pre-dated the founding of the Local
History Society. As early as 1971, having completed the analysis of the
1851 Census for Hayfield, the New Mills and Hayfield branch of the W.E.A.
decided to continue their studies of local history by turning their attention
to New Mills. Once the analysis of the 1851 Census for Beard, Ollersett,
Thornsett and Whitle had been completed, it was decided to continue with
the research into the history of New Mills and attempt to produce an outline
of the history of the parish.
This resulted in the publication in 1977 of the first comprehensive history
of the town: “New Mills - A Short History”, edited by J.H. Smith and J.V.
Symonds. Thus, when the Local History Society was formed, we had a
member already well-versed in our local history: John Symonds.
We soon began to reap the benefits of John’s knowledge and expertise.
In 1983, John produced one of our most important publications, “The Mills
of New Mills”. A second edition appeared in 1991, incorporating John’s
collation of new information on this fundamental topic in the History of New
Mills.
The Society soon acquired a sizeable collection of old photographs lent
or donated by local people. In 1987, “New Mills and District - A Look Back”
was produced, edited by Roger Bryant and John Symonds, which became
an immediate “best seller” in the town. This was the first of several other
books of old and contemporary photos.
John, himself, was a keen photographer and encouraged members to
record all aspects of the town and parish on film. In 1987, John made a
cine-film of everyday life in New Mills, which was later digitized to produce
a video film lasting thirty minutes and put on sale. What was contemporary
then is now a valuable historical record.
John, who was Head of Humanities and Environmental Studies at New
Mills School, took early retirement in the 1990’s owing to ill-health. He lived
in Hazel Grove and, no longer able to drive, found it increasingly difficult
to attend meeting of the Society. He continued to serve as a committee
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member and helped by supplying booksellers in Stockport with our
publications.
John’s contribution to New Mills Local History Society in its early years
was immense. Above all, he helped to form the character of the Society,
established to create an awareness of our local heritage by encouraging the
publication of original research and the active participation of local people to that
end.

Ron Weston

35 Jubilee Gardens
New Mills
SK22 4PL
Telephone: 01663746449
Email:

secretary@nmlhs.gmail.com

G ood Morning Everyone,
As I write, I am optimistic that a return to near normal may happen as
st
soon as June 21
, Indian variant of Covid 19 permitting. With that in mind,
I thought it pertinent to bring you all up to date with our current position.
These last twelve months have been difficult for everyone and I hope
you have all managed the various lockdowns without too much difficulty.
I know that the Society has lost some valued members over the period;
John Humphreys, John Crummett and John Symonds have all left us. I will
miss them greatly, though I know that they would encourage us all to look
to the future.
The Society remains in a healthy position financially, despite lockdown
and the year’s holiday from subscriptions that we have all had.
Derek has decided to step down from organising our talks. After many
years dedicated service, he thinks it is time to train up someone younger
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to take on the task.

Chris Jones has decided to step down from the

Committee as well, though she will continue to help out with the teas at
our meetings.

Barry Dent has also decided to step down after many

years as Website Manager, Newsletter production and distribution as
well as various other tasks.
The loss of our Deputy Chairman, John Crummett, our Website
Manager, Barry Dent, Derek Brumhead and Chris Jones means that our
committee is beginning to look very depleted. Roger has been Chairman
for some time and, though he is willing to continue, he would prefer it if
someone would take over the position so that he can dedicate himself
to the work of Photographic Archivist, as there are now approaching
25000 photographs on Picture New Mills.
We need new blood on the Committee. We need a new Chairman, a
new Deputy Chairman and a new Website Manager. At the same time,
we have taken the decision to co-opt Judith Lanham who will now be
responsible for organising our talks, a very welcome addition to our
numbers.
However, if these positions are not filled, it places the whole Society
in a very difficult position. So please consider very carefully if you can
help out. I am
that is interested

a vailable to talk though these responsibilities with anyone
. If you would like, come along to our next Committee

meeting to observe us in action, and you will see just how satisfying the
work is.
As lockdown eases, we hope to resume our talks in September, though
the schedule looks a little light at the moment. We will decide at the
meeting when to hold our AGM, but this will be as early as possible,
given the technicalities involved.

Mike Daniels
Hon. Secretary

