
New Mills High School

This is a report of our research on a school (or perhaps a sequence of schools with the same name) 
that operated from the 1860s to the 1920s. We thank Marjorie Jones for her contributions to the 
early stages of the research. The research continues, and no doubt new facts will emerge. The 
evidence that we have compiled comes mainly from directories, census returns and newspaper 
accounts. Although many hours have been spent on newspaper searches we have been constrained 
by the fact that most local newspapers have not yet been scanned, so computer searches are not 
possible. The second appendix to this report gives a list of headteachers, visiting teachers and local 
teachers and pupils named in the sources we have used.  

The High School was a private school for girls or young ladies but in later years (at least) it was 
also a preparatory school for boys. The head teachers of the school were Mrs Sarah Jackson, Miss 
Elizabeth Smith, Miss Jessie Gardner, Miss Buckley, Miss Mary Hall, Miss Edith Boughey and Mrs
Jessie Cochrane. The school used several of the large houses of the town: Ladyshaw House, 73 
Mellor Road (though this is not certain), possibly a house on Eaves Knoll Road, Lea House (St 
Mary’s Road), Wirksmoor House (now demolished), 11 Longlands Road and 28 Church Road. 
Several of the teachers had qualifications in music and the newspaper reports that we have found 
suggest that music and dancing played an important part in the activities of the school.

A private school was in existence at Ladyshaw House in 1871 run by Mrs Sarah Jackson, a widow 
aged 42 [information from census return]. She was already in residence in Ladyshaw House in 1870
[particulars in the advertisement for sale of the house— Derbyshire Times 8.10.1870] and she still 
had her school at Ladyshaw House in 1881 [census return]. Indeed, Slater’s 1883 Directory of 
Cheshire lists Sarah B. Jackson of Bridge Street, New Mills, under the heading of Academies and 
Schools. We do not know what happened to Mrs Jackson’s school or whether it was ever called a 
‘High School’. However, it may well fit into the rest of our story because documentation of a High 
School starts soon after 1883 and the evidence shows that the High School was at Ladyshaw House 
for a while at a later date.

The first record that we have of the ‘High School’, with that name, is a newspaper account of 
December 1885: ‘The annual Christmas party and ball of the pupils of Miss Smith, at the High 
School, New Mills, took place in the Public Hall on Tuesday evening. About 120 of the daily 
pupils, dancing pupils, and friends were present. . . . Mr. Stroyan [Rev. A. Stroyan of Providence 
Independent Church] referred to the success which had attended the School, and mentioned Mrs. E. 
Arnfield’s kindness to the pupils, and also the interest he himself took in the institution’ [High Peak
Advertiser 4.12.1885]. Performances at the party included a pianoforte duet by Misses Lilly Wyatt 
and Kate Smith, a pianoforte solo by Miss Sissie Ramshaw, several songs by Miss Lowe of Birch 
Vale, and a song by Miss Lilly Hill. Other vocalists were Miss Barlow (of Bredbury), Miss 
Cochrane, and Miss Arnfield. The fact that the account refers to an ‘annual’ event may indicate that 
the school was in existence before 1885; on the other hand, a later newspaper account states that the
‘fourth’ annual ball was held in January 1889 [High Peak Advertiser 8.2.1889]. Evidence from 
census and newspaper records shows that Miss Smith was Miss Elizabeth Barbara Smith who lived 
in Chapel Street (now called Mellor Road). Miss Smith was also treasurer of the New Mills 
‘habitation’ of the Primrose League [High Peak Adv. 22.7.1887].

The 1886 Christmas party was a similar affair: ‘The spacious room was beautifully decorated for 
the occasion, and the tables were garnished with choice plants and flowers. About a 130 were 
present, including a number of ladies and gentlemen from Manchester, who take an interest in the 
institution. During the evening the pupils sang a number of pieces in a creditable manner. During 



the night dancing and various games were indulged in, and the party broke up about half-past four 
o’clock the following morning’ [High Peak Adv. 17.12.1886].

In early 1887 a public tea meeting was held in the Primitive Methodist Sunday School, Spring 
Bank, when entertainment was provided by the pupils of Miss Smith, proprietress of the Girls’ 
School, Chapel Street [Mellor Road]. Miss Smith accompanied on the pianoforte and there were 
contributions by Misses Arnfield, Rowbottom, Penrose, Salisbury, Etchells, Holland, Lillie Hill, 
Fanny Holland, Wyatt, Kay, Lowe, and Florence Holland [High Peak Advertiser 18.2.1887]. It 
seems that the school was in Mellor Road, so it may have been at the house where Miss Smith 
lived. Although the 1891 census return does not give house numbers, comparison with later census 
records indicate that Miss Smith probably lived at 73 Mellor Road in 1891.

In March and April 1887, Miss Smith and the scholars of the New Mills High School gave two 
performances of the operetta ‘Laila’ in the Public Hall to help raise funds for the erection of a new 
chapel for the Free Methodists. The High Peak Advertiser was enthusiastic. ‘All who were present 
agree that they have never witnessed so beautiful a sight as the moving scene of mountain girls and 
fairies with their sweet young faces and lovely dresses. Competent judges state that a more 
deservedly successful entertainment has never been given in New Mills. . . . The manner in which 
the music was rendered throughout and the grouping of the figures (especially in the closing scene) 
reflect the highest credit upon Miss Smith as a musician and a teacher, and upon each of the fair 
pupils under her care.’ The performers were Misses Rowbottom (Laila), L. Hill (The Fairy Queen), 
Lowe, Agnes Smith, Salisbury, E. Waur, G. Froggatt, L. Wyatt, A. Hewitt, Lilly Sumner, Cooper, 
Mennel, Etchells, Bertha Kay, Kate Smith, Florence and Fanny Holland, Ada Wyatt, Lizzie Walker,
Edith Wharmby, and Ethel Fothergill. [High Peak Advertiser, 25.3.1887, 1.4.1887, 22.4.1887]

The school had a picnic in Whaley Bridge in June 1887 [High Peak Adv. 1.7.1887] and its annual 
ball at the Public Hall in January 1888, described as the most successful of any yet [High Peak 
Reporter 28.1.1888]. An entertainment was given by the young ladies of the High School at the 
Independent Sunday School in February 1888 [Sheffield Daily Telegraph 27.2.1888] and another 
entertainment was given later in the year by the Misses Smith and their pupils of the New Mills 
High School [Buxton Chron. 17.11.1888]. At the ‘fourth annual ball’ in early 1889 about 70 pupils 
of the Misses Smith had tea, including both day scholars and Marple dancing class pupils. The 
entire company numbered about 150. [High Peak Adv. 8.2.1889, Buxton Chron. 9.2.1889]. (In the 
same year, a Miss Arnfield opened a school in the Isle of Man and described herself as ‘late 
Assistant Mistress at the New Mills High School’ [Isle of Man Times, 14.9.1889]. Census records 
show that this was Gertrude Arnfield who was related to the Arnfields of Springfield Villas, New 
Mills, and must have taught in New Mills before moving to the Isle of Man.) Another ‘fancy’ ball 
for the Girls’ High School run by the Misses Smith was held in January 1890 [Sheff. Ind. 
24.1.1890, High Peak Rep. 1.2.1890].

Some of the above accounts say that the school was run by the Misses Smith. Census records shows
that there were three Smith sisters: Elizabeth Barbara Smith, Margaret Christina Smith and Agnes 
Mary Smith. In 1891, Elizabeth, living with Margaret in Chapel Street (now Mellor Road), is 
described as Principal of Ladies School. It is not clear which of the other sisters helped at the school
because Margaret’s occupation is given as warehouse assistant and Agnes was on holiday in 
Montgomeryshire and her occupation is not specified. However, Agnes had performed in ‘Laila’ in 
1887, so she had been involved with the school.

The pupils of the Misses Smith gave a concert in February 1890 [Buxton Chron. 21.2.1890] and 
five pupils of New Mills High School took an examination in freehand drawing at the New Mills 



Science School and Art Class in the spring of 1890 [Buxton Chron. 13.6.1890]. In July 1890, 
Charlotte Hancock of New Mills High School achieved honours for musical knowledge in the 
junior division of music examinations run by Trinity College, London [Manc. Guard. 25.7.1890]. 
(The 1891 census lists Charlotte Hancock, aged 16, of Spring Bank, as a teacher in a ‘Young Lady 
School’.) The dancing classes run by Miss Smith of the High School are mentioned in January 1891
[Buxton Chron. 16.1.1891], and in January 1892 another ball in the Public Hall took place, 
described as the annual concert and dance run by Miss Smith, private schoolmistress, for her pupils.
About 70 of them sat down to tea before the dance [Buxton Chron. 29.1.1892]. We have found no 
later reference to the Misses Smith in connection with the High School. Indeed Elizabeth Smith had
probably given up teaching by the time she married John Cochrane of New Mills early in 1893 
[Buxton Chron. 3.2.1893].(She died in 1900 [High Peak Adv. and Buxton Chron. 15.6.1900, High 
Peak Rep. 16.6.1900].)

It is a puzzle that the 1891 census which describes Elizabeth Smith as Principal of Ladies School 
also describes Jessie Gardner of Bridge Street as ‘Principle’ Teacher High School. Indeed Kelly’s 
1891 directory lists Miss Jessie Gardener, ladies’ school, Ladyshaw House. We do not know how to
interpret this since Miss Smith and Miss Gardner can’t both have been principal of the same school 
at the same time. Perhaps the High School moved from Mellor Road to Ladyshaw House at around 
the time of the census. Miss Gardner’s involvement with the school seems to have been of short 
duration but we have been able to establish who she was and this is significant in terms of what 
happened to the school many years later. She was Jessie Scott Gardner, born in Campsie, near 
Lennoxtown, Stirlingshire, in 1851, the daughter of John and Mary Gardner. Jessie had a slightly 
older sister, Mary, born in 1850. This Mary was to marry Walter Campbell in 1870 and they settled 
in New Mills sometime between 1881 and 1891 where Walter was an engraver to calico printers. It 
seems that Jessie Gardner (who was a school teacher in Campsie in 1881) moved to New Mills for a
while to be close to her sister.

After Miss Smith’s marriage the High School was run for a while by a Miss Buckley. In April 1893 
an entertainment was given by pupils of the High School taught by head mistress Miss Buckley, her
first in this locality [Buxton Chron. 14.4.1893]. After a drill by 15 girls there were performances by 
E. Moult, J. Napier, Mr Hartley, Miss Wheeldon, M. Yates, S. Pickford, C. Thornley, H. Hyde, W. 
Tootle, S. Cottam, Messrs. Wheeldon, Hancock and Watson, Misses Earlam and Hyde, and Miss 
Buckley herself [High Peak Adv. 14.4.1893]. Later in the year, the scholars attending Miss 
Buckley’s High School at New Mills made a visit to Whaley Bridge [Buxton Chron. 28.7.1893]. In 
December 1893 Miss Buckley and her pupils gave a concert at New Mills Town Hall in aid of the 
Church School Building Fund. Additional pupils taking part who were not named in the April 
performances were Florrie Watson, Miss Poynton, Misses F. and M. Holland, and Hettie 
Higginbottom. ‘The choruses were very nicely sung by the remainder of the pupils, and the dresses 
and scenery were pretty, the whole reflecting great credit on Miss Buckley as the trainer of the 
children and general manageress of the whole performance. Miss Buckley ... sings both tastefully 
and artistically, and possesses a contralto voice of no mean order.’ [High Peak Adv. 22.12.1893]. In
July 1894 Miss Buckley took her pupils for an enjoyable picnic at Shaw Farm [High Peak Adv. 
6.7.1894]. A Miss Buckley (presumably the same) held her ‘annual ball’ in December 1894 but it is 
not stated whether this was connected with the High School [Buxton Chron. 21.12.1894]. For the 
next three years there appear to be no articles about the school in the local press. Miss Buckley was 
presumably still the headmistress, but we have been unable to find any clue as to her first name, or 
where she lived and worked. We did notice that a male teacher of languages living at Ladyshaw 
House ran into trouble with the law in July 1896 [Sheff. Ind. 9.7.1896 and other newspapers] but he
might well be unconnected with the High School.



We get more interesting and specific information in a newspaper report of April 1899 [Buxton 
Chron. 21.4.1899]. This is a report of ‘the first annual exhibition of work and private reception’ 
held at the Public Hall in connection with New Mills High School for Girls run by Miss Hall. It was
reported that Miss Hall, who came to New Mills four sessions ago, had experienced a very uphill 
fight. When she took over the school from Miss Buckley there were only 9 pupils but now there 
were 25. The exhibition showed examples of map drawing, embroidery, clay moulding, painting, 
and general school work. The general progress prize was awarded to Miss Eliza Harrop and the 
good conduct prize to Kate Pollitt and Maynie Bagshaw. Elementary certificates for singing were 
awarded to Christina Lowe, Edith Harrop, Annie Hudson, Agnes Liddell and Florence Waterhouse. 
There was a programme of music and recitations with contributions by A. Liddell, E. Harrop, Miss 
Lowe, Misses Frost and Ingham, Charlie Medcalf, and Misses Hudson and Mower. The High Peak 
Advertiser of the same date carried a full transcript of Miss Hall's annual report, giving further 
details of the progress of the school. This along with her second report a year later are available as 
an appendix to this article. [High Peak Adv. 21.4.1899 and 27.7.1900].

The later evidence shows that the new headmistress was Mary Elizabeth Hall with a B.A. from 
Manchester University. It seems from the previous report that Miss Buckley was not very 
successful with the school and that Miss Hall took over from her in January 1898. At the end of the 
April 1899 report Miss Hall announced that the school was to move to more suitable premises, but 
no mention is made of the address at which the school had been for the previous year. An article on 
the formation of a tennis club at the High School gives the address as Eaves Knoll Road, but no 
indication of the house name or number. [High Peak Adv. 14.7.1899]. The new address was to be 
Lea House.  An advertisement for the High School in 1900 [Buxton Chron. 31.8.1900] states that 
the Michaelmas Term will begin on September 18th and that Miss Hall is the head mistress. At the 
time of the 1901 census Mary Hall was visiting Manchester but she gave her occupation as Teacher 
(Private School), working at home in New Mills, where her parents were listed at Lea Cottage [Lea 
House] in St Mary’s Road. Confirmation of the school’s address is given by the Derby and District 
directory of 1903 which lists New Mills High School for Ladies at Lea House with Miss Hall as 
principal. The 1901 census for New Mills also lists Daisy M. Mower (aged 17) as High School 
Teacher. Miss Hall advertised ‘New Mills High School for Girls and Preparatory School for Boys’ 
in September 1902 [Buxton Chron. 5.9.1902]. When the school was advertised the following year it
had a new head mistress: Miss Boughey, ‘successor to Miss Hall’ [Buxton Chron. 28.8.1903]. This 
advert says ‘New Mills High Class School for Girls and Preparatory School for Boys’—perhaps 
‘Class’ was a misprint! Mary Hall had moved on. She obtained a Teacher’s Diploma in Manchester 
in 1905, according to a published list of graduates of Manchester University up to 1908.

The same list includes Edith Emily Boughey who obtained a Mus.B. in 1901 and is described as 
Head Mistress of New Mills High School since 1903, confirming that she took over from Miss Hall 
in 1903. Miss Boughey seems to have run the High School up to about 1918 and we have quite a 
few details from this period. Kelly’s directory of 1904 has New Mills High School for Girls listed 
under Newtown, with Miss Edith E. Boughey, principal. The school was almost certainly at 
Wirksmoor House, a large stone house built about 1810 and demolished in the 1950s. The site is 
now occupied by 39 & 41 Hurst Lea Road. We are lucky enough to have a picture of the High 
School in about 1904. We had difficulty in identifying this photo as being at Wirksmoor House 
because of a lack of other photos of the house. (Do you know of any?) The picture by E. Wharmby 
shows Wirksmoor House photographed from the south west (the side looking towards Jodrell 
Street). The people in the photo are named on the photo: (from left) T. Wharmby, Bates, Bates, L. 
Moore and Livesley. We wonder whether the L. Moore should be Daisy Mower mentioned above; 
we know that the Mower and Wharmby families were friendly.
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An exhibition of the work of the scholars attending New Mills High School for Girls and 
Preparatory School for Boys was held in the Town Hall at the end of July 1905 [Buxton Chron. 
4.8.1905]. After afternoon tea for about 150 guests there was a programme of music consisting of a 
song by Miss Eva Frost and pianoforte solos by Miss Mower, Miss Harrop, Mr Dutton, L. 
Sidebottom, L. Mather, E. Pollitt, E. Hesketh, W. Cooper, M. Booth, C. Clayton, M. Downham, E. 
Liddell, M. Pollitt, M. Oldham, M. Clayton, S. Dixon, K. Pollitt, and F. Cooper. Of these, Miss 
Mower was probably Daisy Mower, the teacher already referred to, and Miss Harrop and Mr Dutton
may also have been teachers. In September 1905 [Buxton Chron. 15.9.1905] Miss Boughey 
advertised that the new term would start on Tuesday, September 19th, at 11 Longlands Road. So the
school probably moved there from Wirksmoor House in 1905. We have an account of Miss 
Boughey’s school in Longlands Road in some memories of Margaret Sherwin (nee Bowden) as 
written down by Marjorie Rose [NMLHS D209]. Margaret Bowden attended the school from about 
1907 (aged about 5) to 1912. Here is what Marjorie Rose noted.

“Her brothers had a governess before going to a prep school in St Annes & she picked up a bit from
their lessons, before she went to a school in a large private house in Longlands Rd (!!) on left hand 
side, going up run by a Miss Boyes [Miss Boughey]. She says it was not a dame school, but a 
properly run private school. They had copybooks & learnt to draw pot-hooks [hooked strokes] if 
you know what that means—I didn’t! She had her lunch there every day, & remembers banana & 
custard! She had piano lessons there when she was six (She eventually went to the Manchester 
College of Music).”

A less favourable account of the school was given by Muriel Beck (nee Lancashire) in some 
memories that she wrote down about 2004. Her father was Philip Lancashire, Manager of New 
Mills Gas Works, and her eldest sister was called Elizabeth. Elizabeth got to know all the men at the
Gas Works including a carter called Kelsey. This is what Muriel wrote.

“One day she [Elizabeth] passed Kelsey who called out “Good morning Miss Lizzie,” but Betty 
made no reply and walked on. My father was watching and called to her to speak to Kelsey, but she 
replied, “He’s only a workman.” My father was furious and asked her where she had got the idea 
from. “From school.” So he took her by the hand and up the hill to Longlands Road and “Miss 



Bowey’s School for Little Ladies and Gentlemen.” My father marched in and told Miss Bowey he 
had sent his daughter to be educated, not turned into a snob, and was taking her away immediately.”

The school probably had particular strength in music (Miss Boughey’s field). Certainly some of her 
pupils passed music examinations, such as Evelyn Hesketh and Annie K. Pollitt in July 1909 
[Manc. Courier 17.7.1909] and Norah Cochrane in Nov./Dec. 1915 [Manc. Courier 1.1.1916]. The 
school had adverts in the local Bailey’s almanacs for 1909, 1910 and 1912. (The one shown is from 
1909.)
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Kelly’s directory of 1908 lists Boughey Edith E. (Miss), girls’ school (private), 11 Longlands Road,
and the same address is in the 1912 directory. According to the 1911 census, Miss Boughey lived at 
17 Hall Street. The pupils of New Mills High School are mentioned (without further details) in 
December 1915 [Manc. Courier 30.12.1915] and Mrs [Miss] Boughey’s premises in Longlands 
Road are referred to in an advert for adjoining land in June 1918 [Manc. Guard. 22.6.1918]. This is 
the last date for Miss Boughey’s school that we know of. (In 1923 and 1924 Miss Boughey was 
living in Withington, from where she wrote some letters to the Manchester Guardian.)

However, shortly afterwards, another school was in existence that may have been the direct 
successor. We refer the reader back to Mary and Walter Campbell. They had a daughter who they 
named Jessie Scott Gardner Campbell, born in 1885. Evidently she was named after Mary’s sister 
Jessie Scott Gardner, the school teacher we have already encountered. She married James Cochrane 
in 1910 and so became Jessie Cochrane. This Mrs Cochrane ran a private school at her home, 28 
Church Road, and we have evidence of it from round about 1919/1920. There are four photographs 
of the pupils at this date in the New Mills Local History Society picturenewmills collection (n02133
to n02136). The pupils pictured are Alice Higginbottom, Winifred Sellars, Hilda Livesley, Nancy 
Cochrane, Vivien Cox, Nora Campbell, Colin Wood, Kathleen Wood, Kathleen Higginbottom, 
Sidney Booth, Marjorie Wood, and Bruce Sellars. As far as we can tell, Nancy Cochrane was the 
younger sister of Norah Cochrane who passed a music exam at Miss Boughey’s school in 1916, so 
perhaps Nancy started at Miss Boughey’s school and then moved to its successor. It seems likely 
that Mrs Cochrane’s school would have started about 1918.
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Back row: Alice Higginbottom, Winnie Sellars, Hilda Livesley, Nancy Cochrane.

Front row: Nora Campbell, Colin Wood, Kathleen Wood.

We do not know how long Mrs Cochrane’s school lasted, but 1920 (at least in some
terms) is not so long ago. Perhaps there are people reading this who remember hearing
about the school from their parents or other relatives. If so, we would love to have
details.

Roger Bryant & Margaret De Motte
June 2014

--------------------------------------------------------

Appendix1: Miss Hall's annual reports for the High School, 1899 and 1900.

High Peak Advertiser 21.4.1899

New Mills High School. First exhibition of work and prize distribution.

When the New Mills High School for Girls was organised by Miss Hall, a lady whose abilities render her a most 
capable and able mistress of such an establishment, a much felt want was supplied in the neighbourhood. Ample 
evidence of people's appreciation of Miss Hall's work was afforded on Saturday evening, when the first exhibition of 
school work was held in the Town Hall. At six o'clock there was a reception, at which most of the leading folks in the 
district were present, the attendance being very large. Numerous specimens of the pupils' work were displayed on tables
arranged over the large room of the hall, and many of those present appeared astonished at the accomplishments of the 
young people. Several production maps, drawn coloured, and finished by children of nine to eleven years of age, were 
greatly admired, while the splendid oil paintings were a real treat to the eye. Clay modelling, drawing, paper folding, 
embroidery and paper folding were extensively exhibited, the exhibition being a highly creditable one. In the reception 
Miss Hall was assisted by her parents (Mr and Mrs Hall), Miss Wahltuck, Miss Holt, and Miss Lowe. At 6-30 the chair 
was taken by the Rev. F. W. Newman M.A., vicar of New Mills, and at the outset of the proceedings Misses Maggie 
Bagshaw and Eva Frost came forward and presented their teacher with a splendid bouquet. The first piece was a 



pianoforte duet, cleverly played by Misses Agnes Liddell and E. Harrop, followed by a drill by the preparatory form, a 
solo by Miss Christine Lowe, and semi-chorus Misses E. Harrop and Gladys Higginbottom greatly amused the audience
with a recitation in French, the rod drill, and a song, ‘Le Dindon’ following. 
The chairman then read the following interesting report:-
It is with great pleasure that I present to you the first report of the New Mills High School for girls. Although it is four 
terms since the school was organised, yet owing to the initial difficulties in such an undertaking a year's report is 
perhaps all that can be expected. 
As far as numbers are concerned it is satisfactory to be able to state that there are now twenty five pupils on my register 
as against nine left me by Miss Buckley, or an increase of about 160 percent in four terms. As regards actual attendance 
the results are far from satisfactory. This term has been a very unfortunate one as regards sickness, and hence there has 
been the best of the excuse for much of the irregular attendance, but it is a fairly representative one in irregularity, 
though not in the cause of it. The average attendance per pupil during this term has been 188, or a percentage of 70 of 
the possible attendances. A moment's consideration will show that this shocking attendance is a heavy drag on school 
progress, and I must confess to have found it more discouraging even than the backward condition in which most of the 
children come to me. Parents do not seem to grasp the fact that they are doing the school an injustice  in allowing their 
child to stay away from any but the most urgent reasons. The children are supposed to be under their teacher's care for a
certain number of hours per week, and the class is judged by the amount of work done in that time; is it fair to expect 
satisfactory results in only half or one third the stated hours? No indifference on the parents' part can reconcile a teacher
to such half-hearted work. Perhaps the reason is that the parents do not yet understand the High School system, which is
not that of the individual but class teaching, and the strength of the chain is the weakest link, and when looked at in this 
broader light absence, owing to shopping expeditions and even household arrangements, become an injury to more than 
the one child absent. Perhaps I may be forgiven for speaking so very decisively, for the progress of children entrusted to
my care is of great interest to me. That the state of affairs has not been exaggerated, here it may be pointed out that 
during the four terms I have been unable to put any name on the punctuality honour list, that is no child has attended 
every day any single term. This term, however, it is only fair to state, that two children attended perfectly regularly up 
to the Easter holidays, but through illness at home during the past week misfortune has broken their record, so that my 
punctuality honour list must remain blank for another term. It becomes difficult to give any account of the actual work 
of the school, but perhaps it will be wise to mention what ground has been covered in one or two subjects. On opening 
in January 1898, we found that so few of the girls knew any geography or history beyond a few places and dates, that 
we began the Lower III and II forms at the beginning. During the four terms we have studied England and Wales, and 
shall pass onto Scotland next term. Hence it will be observed that most of the manual work connected with geography is
illustrative of England. In history the children have entered fairly thoroughly into the history of their own country from 
the earliest times to the end of Richard II. In French also I had no previous knowledge to add to, and hence had no bad 
system to change. As French is now taught throughout the school, the II form are not more than two terms behind the III
form, while the difference in average ages is three and a half years. I can look back with much pleasure upon the school 
spirit which is growing up amongst the girls; they are awakening to the reality of school life in a way which is most 
encouraging. 
Last term a school library was started, which I hope may prove increasingly useful as the children come to read for 
themselves, and it is to be hoped that it will tend to save girls from the wholesale devouring of the light literature so 
prevalent today, and the library will not have failed in its purpose if on leaving school my girls realise that there is 
something better in our nation's literature than in the penny periodicals of the day. I hope that the library will be thought
of more next term; it has not been taken up quite as well as we had hoped. This term we have chosen a school colour, 
which is much in evidence tonight, and though it may seem a small matter in some eyes, I look upon the hearty, 
enthusiastic way in which some of the girls have taken it up, as a sign of that healthy school life which is in itself an 
education not to be thought lightly of. 
A fourth form was added in September, and I hope it will not be long before I have some girls ready for the fifth. At the 
end of last school year 80 percent of the children were able to be moved into a higher class. 
As far as school successes are concerned it is a pleasure to be able to state that Daisy Mower won a scholarship on the 
results of an examination  by Miss Maule B.A., of University College, Liverpool, and the list of prizes and certificates 
will show that there are others whose school life so far may be deemed successful. 
It is generally known, I think, that there are two painting classes on, conducted by Miss Artingstall, on Wednesday 
afternoons, and the school class held on Tuesdays. Hence it will be seen that there is opportunity for advanced work in 
painting in connection with the school, the work of Miss Artingstall's pupils being proof sufficient of her excellent 
teaching. It is my desire to form violin classes under a visiting master during the next term, and I intend to make 
arrangements so that others than the actual pupils may be taught if so desired. 
In conclusion, it is only fitting that I should thank Mrs Ineson, and the present assistants, who have worked hard to 
overcome the difficulties of a new undertaking. And even more to thank those parents who have done all in their power 
to help me to maintain the school rules, especially would I thank those who have so kindly remembered to send notes in
case of absence or unprepared work, and so have saved their children many a scolding and myself much annoyance. 
May I also thank those who when wishing to see me have remembered to call on my visiting afternoon (Tuesday), and I



feel all the more grateful, as with increasing numbers it is becoming almost a necessity to me. With great satisfaction I 
am able to announce that the school has now moved into more suitable premises, and we all look upon the removal to 
Lea House as quite a fresh start in the school history. (Applause.)
The vicar then distributed the prizes. The general progress prize, given by the teachers, was awarded by Miss Eliza 
Harrop; good conduct prizes, given by Miss Hall, to Kate Pollitt and Maynie Bagshaw;. The following young ladies 
were given elementary certificates for singing (from the Tonic-sol-fa College), Christine Lowe, Eliza Harrop, Annie 
Hudson, Agnes Liddell, and Florence Waterhouse. Miss Lowe having given a piece on the piano, a recitation in French 
was given by three little dots — Miss Eva Frost, Miss M. Ingham, and Master C. Metcalf. Misses A. Hudson and Daisy 
Mower well portrayed a scene from Henry V, Alice and Catherine, and the rest of the programme consisted of drills and
songs. 
In moving a hearty vote of thanks to Miss Hall, Mr J. P. Liddell said he had seen many entertainments in that room, but 
he did not think that he had ever been at a more pleasing one than this. They were always pleased to see their children 
well trained, especially when it was done in their own neighbourhood. They must all have been very pleased with what 
they had seen or heard, and although Miss Hall had had many difficulties to face she had overcome them. (Hear, hear.)
Mr A. Howard of Birch Vale having seconded the motion, it was carried with acclamation. On the motion of Mr S. B. 
Brown of Whaley Bridge, seconded by Mr J. S. Leman, the vicar was thanked for presiding.

----------------------------------------
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New Mills High School for Girls. Second exhibition of school work, reception and grand entertainment in the Town 
Hall.

When Miss Hall came to New Mills and opened the High School a year or two ago she supplied a want that had long 
been felt in this town, and it is to be hoped, seeing the abilities of the teacher and her staff, that her efforts will meet 
with even greater encouragement. The second exhibition of school work, which took place in the Town Hall on 
Wednesday evening, was even more interesting than last year's gathering, because of the fact that Miss Hall has in the 
last week or two had conferred upon her the degree of B.A., Victoria University, and all the more credit is due to the 
lady because she has gained – and honestly merited – the distinction during the time she has been efficiently conducting
her school. For this she will receive the sincere congratulations of all New Mills people, who appreciate education, 
ability and efficiency. Attired in the cap and gown of a B.A. , Miss Hall had the pleasure of receiving on Wednesday 
evening a very large and distinguished company of ladies and gentlemen from New Mills, Disley, Furness Vale, and the
locality, who inspected the handiwork of the children with interest. Just prior to the entertainment commencing she was 
presented by two of her pupils with a pretty bouquet.
Mr J. P. Liddell, who presided, said on this occasion they could not commence the proceedings without wishing success
to Miss Hall, who, they were all aware, had lately gained a high honour, one that is coveted by all scholars, and he 
moved that they tender their hearty congratulations to Miss Hall for the very great success she had attained, more 
especially as the degree that had been conferred on her had been gained at the University that bears the name of the 
leading lady in this land. (Applause.) He believed Miss Hall was in the proud and unique position of being the only lady
holding the University degree of B.A. in New Mills or the vicinity, and it must be a great comfort and pleasure to the 
parents of her pupils to know that their children had such an accomplished teacher as Miss Hall. (Applause.) On behalf, 
therefore, of the ladies and gentlemen present, the pupils, and everybody else, he had pleasure in tendering to Miss Hall 
their congratulations, with the hope that she would be very successful.
Miss Hall briefly but appropriately responded, sincerely thanking them for their congratulations and good wishes. The 
children having gone through a number of drills, songs, duets and recitations in a manner that called for the loud 
plaudits of the audience, Miss Hall gave a report of what had been done in the school during the past year. She said:-
Mr Chairman, ladies and gentlemen – it is my privilege and pleasure to offer you the second report of the New Mills 
High School. Last year it seemed wise to enter into some detail of the school system and its starting point, but now all 
that will probably be deemed necessary will be to point out how much progress has been made on the lines laid down. 
The year's work set before each class in each subject has, almost without exception, been done and in some cases not a 
little of the work of the class above has been mastered, so that we have hopes of some classes doing three year's work in
two. This is particularly the case with the Lower I form, consisting of children who came to me two years ago with 
unbiased minds, and who were moved from the preparatory form twelve months ago. In languages the progress has 
been steady, though the average of attainment is rather low, through the entrance of girls from nine to thirteen years of 
age who know nothing of any language but their own. The III Upper and IV forms, however, are up to the standard of 
such forms in other High Schools, and the new girls who know nothing of the extra subjects expected at their age must 
inevitably fall short in those subjects. The beginners' class in Latin has done good work on the new system lately 
applied to dead languages, and the German class has also done well. In Mathematics the Upper III and IV forms have 



done a portion of Euclid book, and Algebra up to fractions. In English literature the IV form have historically studied 
the principal poets of the 19th century, while the III form have found ‘Lamb's Tales’ from Shakespeare very interesting.
The more ordinary English subjects have received proportionate attention, the upper second form reading Arnold's Sixth
Reader. The examples of manual work displayed in the Hall will show that this all important side of school life has 
received attention. I would especially like to mention the relief and product maps, which perhaps show more clearly 
than other things how manual instruction on the Kindergarten system may be adapted to the education of not only tiny 
tots but of big girls. The prize and certificate list is a very gratifying one to me in two respects, firstly as regards the 
certificate for musical knowledge and singing, which have now been gained by all girls above the second form who 
have been at school more than one term, and Miss Hall has hope that some who took the elementary certificate last year 
may obtain the intermediate during the next twelve months, and secondly that there are four punctuality prizes. It may 
be remembered that no child had attended a one term with perfect regularity. To encourage this regularity which means 
so much to us teachers, prizes have been given to all four. Apart from these special cases the general punctuality and 
regularity has not greatly improved, and I wish it could be understood to bring backward children to school, and to hope
that we may pull them up to standard when they are kept away for the most trivial reasons is to expect from the school a
Herculean task, of which the school is not capable. Let me take an example. I know of a girl who has been kept at home
about a sixth of her time in the last two years. The result is there are many subjects in which her work is not well 
connected, and I am compelled to keep her lower in the school than I should have otherwise had to do, for I know the 
child has not been lazy, but I have not time to give her private coaching out of school hours to pull her up. It seems to 
me that one or two miracles are wanting to save this neighbourhood educationally, - either the changing by the waft of a
fairy wand of all the girls into boys, and then they would not be kept at home to wait on others, but be considered more 
out of the way at school, and we teachers would have a chance, or the importation of a sufficient supply of domestic 
servants at a reasonable cost. The following children have gained a B final grade on the year's work: Eliza Harrop, Kate 
Pollitt, Agnes Liddell, Gladys Higginbottom, Irene Collins, Nellie Hudson, Ida Hibbs, Mary Ingham. To pass to a wider
view of school life, it is with great pleasure that we notice the growth of esprit de corps, the outer signs of which are 
becoming more numerous. Our school colours have been maintained, and a distinct advance in this respect has been 
made this year by the girls of the III and IV forms, who have a classroom to themselves, and who by having no bad 
marks for conduct or neatness registered against them at the end of the tem earned a picnic. It was a very happy party of
teachers and pupils, who took train to Bakewell on Wednesday, June 27th, and walked to Haddon Hall. In connection 
with this thought of the union in school of thought, age, work and recreation, which should bind our little school 
together, the tennis club, which was started last year by the children, has an important place. Miss Holt, the secretary, 
wishes me to thank all those who so generously answered the appeal of Agnes Liddell (treasurer) for funds. 
Unseasonable weather, and the difficulty of getting a suitable ground have caused a falling off of interest, the weather 
even our tennis club cannot regulate, but the committee would be very grateful for any suggestions for a really suitable 
ground, for winter games could then be considered. As regards outside classes we have to record the loss of Miss 
Artingstall's painting class, which, owing to her approaching marriage was given up last July. The painting class, whose
work is represented here, is a much smaller one and less advanced - only two of the pupils have been studying more 
than twelve months. A dancing class was held for two terms last winter, and I think there can be no doubt that under 
Miss O'Kell's excellent teaching the class was a success. The violin master, Mr Waite, of Manchester, has been 
engaged, but he will not come to New Mills for less than six pupils, which number I have unfortunately not been able to
obtain, so the matter rests in abeyance. Terms are £1 5s. a school term, or £1 1s. a term of ten lessons. My duty now 
becomes a very pleasant one - to thank you all for your interest in the school, and especially the parents for the home 
support of school rules they have given me, and still more for the support they have made me feel they are willing to 
give. May I also thank all those who have helped towards the success of the school, for I can use no other word than 
success, and been faithful and just to my teachers and pupils. I once heard it said, by a well known Manchester teacher, 
that three people are responsible for a child's success - first the child itself, for if it be anxious to study it will find out a 
way (in spite of the dearth of washerwomen), and if it does not want to all the king's horses and king's men cannot make
it a success; second, the child's parents, who by insisting on the preparation of work and upholding of school discipline 
and encouragement of effort, can do even more to educate than the teacher who occupies third place. When I heard this 
I did not like the order. I thought the teacher and parents should change places, but greater experience I hope has 
brought me greater wisdom, and I gladly and gratefully thank those parents who have clearly made their children's 
school life a success. (Applause.)
The chairman then distributed the prizes as follows:- Elementary certificates for singing: Irene Collins, Ellen Hudson, 
Alice M. Bagshawe and Gladys Higginbottom. Good conduct prizes: Irene Collins and Agnes M. Liddell. General 
progress prizes: Eliza Harrop and Kate Pollitt. Punctuality prizes: Ellen Hudson, Gladys Higginbottom, Irene Collins 
and Eliza Harrop. 
After the distribution the company had a short interval, during which they made an inspection of the work, after which 
the entertainment was resumed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------



Appendix 2: List of names

A date list of references found to headteachers, teachers and pupils connected with New Mills High School, and 
possibly related schools.

Surname Initials etc

Headteachers
Jackson Mrs (Sarah Butler) 1870-1883
Smith Miss (Elizabeth Barbara) 1885-1892
Smith Misses 1888-1890
Gardner Miss (Jessie) 1891
Buckley Miss 1893-1894
Hall Miss (Mary Elizabeth) 1899-1903
Boughey Miss (Edith Emily) 1903-1919
Cochrane Mrs (Jessie Scott Gardner) 1919-1920

Visiting teachers (names and places from 1901 census) 

Artingstall Miss (Mary H. of Reddish?) 1899
Ineson Mrs (Alice of Manchester?) 1899
O'Kell Miss (Maud of Manchester?) 1900
Wahltuck Miss (Hettie of Manchester?) 1899
Waite Mr of Manchester 1900

Pupils/pupil 
teachers
Arnfield Miss 1887-1891
Bagshaw Alice M 1900
Bagshaw Maggie 1899
Bagshaw Maynie 1899
Bates Children 1904
Booth M 1905
Booth Sidney 1919-20
Bowden Margaret c1907?
Campbell Miss Cissy 1891
Campbell Nora 1919-20
Clayton C 1905
Clayton M 1905
Cochrane Norah 1915
Cochrane Nancy 1919-20
Collins Irene 1900
Cooper Miss 1887
Cooper W 1905
Cooper F 1905
Cottam Miss M 1893
Cox Vivien 1919-20
Dixon S 1905
Downham M 1905
Earlam Miss A 1893
Etchells Miss 1887
Fothergill Ethel 1887
Froggatt Miss 1887
Froggatt Miss G 1887
Frost Miss 1899
Frost Eva 1899-1905
Hadfield Miss Annie 1891
Hancock Miss 1891
Hancock Charlotte 1890-1891



Harrop Edith 1899
Harrop Eliza 1899-1900
Harrop Miss 1905
Hesketh E 1905
Hesketh Evelyn 1909
Hewitt Miss A 1887
Hibbs Ida 1900
Higginbottom Miss 1899
Higginbottom Alice 1919-20
Higginbottom Gladys 1899-1900
Higginbottom Hettie 1893
Higginbottom Kathleen 1919-20
Hill Miss 1887
Hill Miss L 1887
Hill Lillie 1885-1887
Holland Miss 1887-1891
Holland Miss F 1893
Holland Fanny 1887-1892
Holland Florence 1887
Holland Miss M 1893
Holt Miss 1899-1900
Hudson Annie 1899
Hudson Ellen 1900
Hudson Miss 1899
Hudson Nellie 1900
Hyde Miss A 1893
Hyde Master H 1893
Ingham Miss 1899
Ingham Miss M 1899
Ingham Mary 1900
Kay Miss 1887
Kay Bertha 1887
Lancashire Elizabeth c1912?
Liddell Agnes 1899-1900
Liddell E 1905
Livesley Girl 1904
Livesley Hilda 1919-20
Lowe Miss 1885-1887
Lowe Christina 1899
Mather L 1905
Medcalfe Charlie 1899
Mennell Miss 1887
Metcalfe Master C 1899
Moult Miss E 1893
Mower Daisy 1899-1901
Mower Miss 1899
Napier Miss J 1893
Oldham M 1905
Penrose Miss 1887
Pickford Miss S 1893
Pollitt Annie K 1909
Pollitt E 1905
Pollitt M 1905
Pollitt K 1905
Pollitt Kate 1899-1900
Poynton Miss 1893
Proctor Miss 1891
Ramshaw Sissie 1885
Rowbottom Miss 1887
Salisbury Miss 1887



Sellars Bruce 1919-20
Sellars Winnie 1919-20
Sidebottom L 1905
Singleton Miss 1893
Smith Miss 1887
Smith Miss A 1887
Smith Kate 1885-1887
Smith Miss Agnes 1887
Sumner Lilly 1887
Thornley Master C 1893
Tootle Master W 1893
Walker Miss 1891
Walker Lizzie 1887
Waterhouse Florence 1899
Watson Florrie 1893
Waur Miss E 1887
Wharmby Edith 1887
Wood Colin 1919-20
Wood Kathleen 1919-20
Wood Marjorie 1919-20
Wyatt Miss 1887
Wyatt Ada 1887
Wyatt Lilly 1885
Wyatt Miss 1887
Wyatt Miss L 1887
Yates Miss 1891


