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N last year's issue of the Almanac review was given of the

construction of the Canal more than a century age, the coal

= mines at work about the same time, and the religious life of the

T district at & time when the Society of Friende and the Wesleyan
Methodists were the only religions bodies in the place,

Resuming the story, brief mention must now be made of the
manufactures that sprung up in the first two decades of the last cen-
tury, before we pass on to the establishment of the Congregational body.

Within a few years New Mills rose to great importance as a
manufacturing district, and small mills were built along the banks of
the river for a considerable distance, so that by the year 1828 it was
quite busy. In the ealico printing trade the Strines Print Works had
been established a long time, and so had Watford Bridge, the name of
which was London Place. In 1828 it was in the hands of the execntors
of Samuel Bridge who disposed of it to Messrs. Ingham and Yates,
Mr. Ingham was father of Mrs. Mackie. The old Garrison Works
were carried on by Thomas Oldham, grandfather of Mr. Thomas
Bennett, J.P., and just at this time Rock Mill was started by John
Iidge, and at Spinnerbottom, in the old buildings still standing, John
Yates .carried on business. He was the * patentee and printer of
bright metallic objects on ecalico and other fabrics” The cotton
spinners were Samuel Armstrong, Torr Vale ; John Barnes and Co.,
Torr Top; Samuel Arnfield, George Hnw&an, Rowarth ; George
Froggatt, Thm*nsetl; Mill; John Hadfield, Rowarth ; Eﬂ.mual Echuﬁald
and Son, Robert and John Sehofield ; Bammnel Sileock, Rowarth ;
‘Thatcher and DBowden, Kowarth: and Ward and Thatcher,
New Mills., The manofacturers of cotton banding were James
Chadwick, Jonathan Hadfield, Joseph and John GStafford, William
Thatcher, in addition to George Howden, and Jmmes Hagne, in
Howarth. Bleachers had already located themselves, John Yates



being a bleacher at Thornsett, and John Hartwell running the
Ringstones Bleachworks at Rowarth. The well-known firm of Potts,
Oliver and Potts were busy as engravers to ealico printers. There
were no fewer than five cotton factories and a bleachworks in Rowarth
BO years ago.

In 1828 the * Post Office ' was merely a * Receiving House "
at the Mason's Arms, kept by Jordan Bradbury, and letters had to be
fetched by a foot post from Disley at nine o’clock every morning. Two
years later Adem Brierley, druggist, was the postmaster, and letters
arrived from Manchester every might at half-past seven, and were
despatched every morning at seven. '

In these days of express trains and motors, the public will be
interested to know that the only mode of conveyance in 1828 was
a coach called ** The Mercury” which started from the Mason's
Arms every Tuesday and Saturday morning at seven, going through -
Stockport to Manchester, arriving back at nine o'clock at night—f -
1t happened so ! The same coach went to Btockport on Friday at eight
a.m., returning at the same hour at night.

It was in the year 1828, when the Independent Chapel was built,
and it has a most interesting history, Itisonrecord that a Mr. Stesle,
who was un employer of labour -and the owner of a factory in the
town, who was an ardent Independent, gathered abont him a number
of his workpeople, and so formed a small community of worshippers.
As time advanced the ereotion of a Chapel was decided upon, and land
was fecured. But there was little money in those days, and to save
expense Steele and his followers built the Chapel themselves, and
actually excavated and ecarried the stones from the river side. But
when the Chapel was Luilt,  Steele’'s Chapel "' as it was then known—
it was much too big for the company, and a portion of it was for a
long time used as a barn and let to a farmer for storing hay and
implements.

But soon there were developments. The back part of the
building was improvised as & minister's residence, a small salary was
guaranteed, which was augmented by Moses Hadfield, Egq., of Shiloh,
Mellor, and the first minister was the Rev. Samuel Bimon, of Hazel
Grove, who for 80 years had tha cversight of the Church and Day
School and periodically conducted services at Thornsett, About 1860,
Frederick Midwood, Esq., came to reside at High Lea Hall, and this
gentleman, with Mr. John Yates, and Mr. Nathaniel Buckley, all
three well-to-do men and hard workers in the cause both Chapel ard



THE REV. W. D, EDMONDSON,

Congregational Minister.




REV. W. D. EDMONDSON.

Mr. Edmondson was born in 1866 at Stockton-on-Tees, of Scoteh parentage
a Lowlander on the father's side, and of Highland extraction on the mothers
side, who was a Sinclair of the Western Isles, He received his early educational
traininr in Glaszyw, whither his parentz had removed, was a winner of the
MeLeod bursary in Gleometrical Drawing and obtained distinetion in Mathe-
matica, His parents’ intention to send their son to the Unpiversity was frus.
trated by an unforeseen calamity that visited many well-to-do families in Glasgow
at that time, for the failure of the City of Glasgow Bank fleeced the Edmondson
fumily of all they had, and they removed to Manchester where young Edmond-
son obtaimed a situation, applied himself to studies, identified himself with
Cavendish Chapel and School, and took partin Band of Hope City Mission work.

Inm 1886, having completed suceessfully his Arts Course at Owen'e College,
he took a three years Divinity course under the Eev. Dr. Paton at the Notting-
ham Congregational Institute ; became assistant to Rev. Dr. Hodgson in the
work of Knott Mill Hall where he was one of the foremost pioneers. Im 1800
he beeame Pastor Evangelist of the Congregational Churches at Silverdale and
Hollingend, Staffordshire, in succession to Rev, J. H, Partridee (now of
Charleaworth), when he was the recipient of valuable illumivated addresses and
testimonials from the Cavendieh Ragged School and the Knott Mill Mission.

For four years he effected structural improvements and built up a strong
canee, and in July 1884, Mr. Edmondson received a call and accepted the
pustorate of the Providence Chapel, New Mills, and in the October following,
commenced his winistry, and was married in the following year. Mr. and Mrs.
Edmondson have hboth toiled assiduously for the well-being of * Providence,”
From year to year there has been marked progress in all their ondertakings.
A few years ago the Chapel was altered and completely beautified with a new
Crgan, 'I'meﬁ?e months ago a spacious New School was opened, which after
expending £1100, leaves a defieit of £300, whieh amount ig loaned free of inter-
st for two years. Thornsett Chapel has also been strocturally improved and
beautified. Mr. and Mrs. Edmondson enjoy the confidence of the congregation,
nod they hold a warm place in their hearts.

Mr. Edmondaon has served as a member of the Executive on the Derby-
shire Congregational Union. He was the first Honorary Secretary of the New
Mills Free Church Council, and afterwards served as President. He has also
been a member of the New Mills School Board and the Hayfield Board of
(tuardians, and at the present time is & member of the Free Librarics Committee,
President of the New Mills and District Band of Hope Upion, and President
of the New Mills Social Keform I[nstitute.



COUNCILLOR 8. WHITEHEAD, J.P.
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Although Mr Samuel Whitehead’s life as what is generally termed “a
piblic man,* is eovered by the last five years, there is no man in New Mills
hetter known, for he has been very much of a public man in this town for more
than forty years.

Born at Denton, he was the son of Mr. Willism Whitehead, and belongs to
i very old family in that well-known centre of the hatting trade.  When a boy
he became a pupil teacher in Christ Church Schools, Denton, and after serving
hiz time there he assisted for one year in the New Mille National Schools,—the
old school that was pulled down when the railway was made to Hayfeld—his
brother, Mr. James Whitehead, being the headmaster at that time. He then
cotered on his training at Durbam College, and on its completion was appointed
hendmaster of the New Mills Schools, on the resignation of hi= brother in the
year 1866. Fow there are who have had such a long and suecessful carveer at one
school, and no wonder that his old pupils are to be found in all parts of the globe,
many holding prominent positions in various spheres, and not afew heing success-
ful buginess men. Itis & noteworthy fact that the first Pupil Teacher E{s had in
the School is now one of His Majesty’s Inepectore of SBchools in Yorkshire, My,

tieorge Thorpe,

Mr. Whitehead bas always ** stuck to his last ' and he is universally re-
kpected in the district. During his mastership the present schools have been
luilt and enlaryed, and he has seen three Vicars, Eev. Jobn Rigg, Rev. F. W.
Newman, and Kev, J. L. Knowles. Ha is an old member of the Peveril of the
Peak Lodge of Freemasons, but his public work commenced in April, 1998, when
he had been elected o member of the Urban Distriet Council for Beard and
{Hlersett Ward, and three years luter he was returned unopposed. He is exofficio
# member of all the Committees, but before the Chairman of the Council was
pluced on all the Committees by virtue of hisoffice, Counecillor Whitehead served
w1 the Gas, Finance, Health, Water, and other committees and is one of the
muost vegular in his attendance.  Last April he was honoured by his colleagues
with the chairmanship for the year, an office which ho fills with ability and
vredit.  During hisyear of office he is, of conrse, an exofficio Justice of the Peace




